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 LARGE STATUE OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT 
 
Graeco-Roman  
1st century BC - 1st century AD 
Bronze with green and red patina 
Height 42 cm  
 
The figure stands with his weight on the left leg with the right leg bent; he wears sandals. A himation is 
draped over his left shoulder and arm, and wound in a thick roll around his waist. The folds fall to his 
knees along his left side, his muscular chest bared. The head is turned slightly to the left, his thick leonine 
hair arranged in an anastole falling onto his neck is bound by a fillet.  
 
Alexander the Great was the first Greek ruler to understand and exploit the propagandistic powers of 
portraiture. Ancient literary sources say that he let only one sculptor carve his portrait: Lysippos (active 
circa 370-300 BC), who created the standard Alexander portrait style.  
 
Alexander the Great was a legendary figure even during his short lifetime. He was born into a royal 
Macedonian dynasty that claimed descent from the sun god Helios and the great semi-divine hero 
Hercules. As king of Macedonia, Alexander spent most of his reign leading unprecedented military 
campaigns. He was undefeated in battle, and by the age of thirty had created one of the largest empires 
of the ancient world. His image has reverberated down the generations, and he has become the epitome 
of greatness.  
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